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OSCE PA Press Release

250 Parliamentarians unite in commending Serbian authorities for Mladic arrest

BELGRADE, 10 July 2011--More than 250 parliamentarians from 49 countries today issued a declaration commending the work of Serbian authorities that brought Ratko Mladic to justice.

“The Mladic arrest closed an important chapter in this region’s history and is a moment in our shared history for which we can all be proud. We are grateful to Serbia for hosting this week’s Annual Session and we leave with renewed support for our colleagues in parliament, President Boris Tadic, and our common goals,” said President Petros Efthymiou.  

U.S. Senator Benjamin L. Cardin introduced the amendment commending the local security services for their work on the Mladic case.

“With so many parliamentarians together in the Serbian capital it is important we speak with one united voice, showing our strong support for the efforts of Serbian parliamentarians, other political leaders and many non-governmental organizations in Serbian society to bring all war criminals to justice, to encourage reconciliation and the respect for human rights in this region, and to promote European integration,” Cardin said.

The full text of the resolution reads: 

“We welcome the recent arrest by Serbian security services of Ratko Mladic, who has been transferred to The Hague to face long-standing charges of genocide, crimes against humanity and war crimes at the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia, and commend those who have labored for years to bring Mladic to justice with the goals of providing comfort to his surviving victims, contributing to regional stability and reconciliation, improving the prospects for European integration, and encouraging further efforts to bring to justice those responsible for atrocities committed during the conflicts in the Western Balkans.”

The OSCE Parliamentary Assembly is comprised of 320 parliamentarians from 55 countries spanning, Europe, Central Asia and North America. The Assembly provides a forum for parliamentary diplomacy, monitors elections, and strengthens international cooperation to uphold commitments on political, security, economic, environmental and human rights issues.
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